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Rutherford was not thirty-six years old; he was a
few months younger than Carnot and Hertz, and not
many older than Roger Cotes had been, when early
death robbed science of the further labours of great
men. Lasting fame crowned the achievements of their
brief lives; yet upon Rutherford's work, up to this
stage, alone, rests an even surer claim to posterity's
regard.